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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Conversation with the Secretary of Defense, 11 March 1980 


1* ^e disposed of t^e NIE 11-3/8 problem very quickly. 


I 


yes 


told the 
raterial 
it 


..v. "XL. i i-o/o ptuuiem very quiCKiy 

Secretary we were taking^the US No SALT projections and all I 
He said to me then, "It will be just like last year." I sau. 
will be just like last year, updated. He said that was fine with’him. 

The Secretary incidentally said that he had no objection to our doing 

!??*■ a u S j SSm ? n ^ S * -,,^ e ' Jus * : war| t them in MIE's because of the stature 

they had. In talking with General Smith also, I detected the line of 
argumentation against continuing even our quasi-dynamic analyses will 
be that the NIE has such stature and these are so subject to misinter- 
pretation that we shouldn't risk that. (S/NOFORN) 



testing 


4. The Secretary said he had heard that Burlis on was sue 
we needed more money in our budget, particularly for^HHHL_ 
electronic warfare. I told him I had not heard that and Burlison 

L T t 5 at S 5 ec i fic with me * 1 did me ntion that there was pressure 
from^the^jngt^de^put more money in also, but not for specific items 


SECRET) 


He wanted to make sure we were having adequate exchange 
of information about Congressional reactions to IRA hearings 
and to NFIP hearings. I told him I assumed that was taking 
Place. I would appreciate reassurance. (S/NOFORN) 
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5. On the Defense budget, they have a very serious problem with 
respect to the increased cost of fuel due to underestimating on the 
budgets for 80 and '81 when they were submitted. In '81, it will be 
$3-4 billion While they have absorbed all of the other costs, such 
as increased Indian Ocean operating expenses, they cannot absorb this 
repricing of fuel and are looking at all parts of the budget. They 

+S t .i- t0 - h uI e u t0 lool< at the NFIP> but Nearly I was being warned 
(S/NOFORN)^^ 11 be neceSSary * We ' n have t0 kee P our eye on this one. 

6. The Secretary was pleased with the 
program that we have approved. (S/NOFORN) 




, , , He asked about the biological warfare accident that the Soviets 
had about a year ago according to a DIA report. He wondered if we had 
tried to validate that report. (S/NOFORN) We nad 



TQ^^r^^e^th e wholi 

pJSFSM 

— i w . 


weaning the^^ 

He asked hi^nl 
explanation of why you can't 


issue of SR-71/U-2 overflights o_ 

I went through the explanation". .... 
lotography and, therefore, the need for 
'their desire to have photography in hand. 


® t0 have the NRO people come back to him with another 


photography and how you can 
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